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B.Y.O.B.: 
Bring Your 
Own Box 



“Every cent you gave to him was prob- 
ably going towards drugs. But nobody 
knew too much about Frank," Aleman 
said. 

One day Frank asked for a little more 
help than usual. He asked Aleman and 
his friends for $10. 

"We thought about it and decided to 
have everybody chip in and give it to 
him. We gave him the $10. We didn’t 
know what it was for and we figured he 
was going to spend it on booze,” 
Aleman said. 

Jason and his friends did not see Frank 
for a couple of days. However, one day 
Frank showed up wearing a suit. He 
used the money they gave him to buy 
the suit and then go find a job. 

"After about two weeks, we didn't see 
him (Frank) anymore. He was taking 
care of himself,” Aleman said. 

The message seemed clear to those 
participating in One Homeless Night — 
there really are things that can be done 
to help the homeless. 



ANDREW MARX 

Advertising Manager/Chief Photographer 



Avila students were not expected to 
bring their own box, but they were 

expected to sleep in one. 

On Oct. 22, Avila students were invit- 
ed to take part in "One Homeless 
Night,” sponsored by Campus Ministry. 

Students had the opportunity to live 
the life of a homeless person. 

Twelve Avila students were given card- 
board boxes for shelter and then they 
were expected to sleep in the quad. 

Fittingly, the students slept under 
storm clouds, lightning, and rain. 
“People thought because it was raining 
that they shouldn’t come out and do 
this, but that is what we need to go 
through. If it rains, we have to do this. 
If the ground is wet, we have to do this. 
People go through this everyday," fresh- 
man Donna Boyle said. 

“One Homeless Night” will hopefully 
give those who participated a better 
understanding of what the homeless 
feel, think, and experience. This gives 
people an opportunity to grow. 
Director of Campus Ministry Steve 
Huber said. 

A few common myths about the home- 
less are: they want to be homeless, they 
do not work, and they are dangeous. 
According to Homes for the Homeless, 
the typical homeless family is a 20-year- 



Kristcn Donnelly takes part in the “One Homeless Night" event. 
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reactions. The clothing drive was out of 
this world." Huber said. A lot of people 
enjoyed the soup kitchen and said they 
would like to do that on a regular basis. 
Plus, the students who were here on 
One Homeless Night seemed to get a lot 
out of it while having fun at the same 
time.” 

Before the students settled down for 
the evening in their boxes, they met in 
the Whitfield conference room to watch 
a video about the homeless. They also 
took some time to share personal feel- 
ings and experiences about the home- 
less. 

■ A Student- p artici pant-;- Joann 

shared a personal experience from his 
hometown, Chicago. Toothless Benny 
and Frank were often in front of a cof- 
fee shop that Aleman and his friends 
frequented. Both men were homeless 
and it was thought that Benny had a 
drug problem. 



old mother with children under the age 
of six. In addition, one out of four 
homeless people are employed. Clearly, 
not all stereotypes are correct. 

Along with One Homeless Night, 
Campus Ministry held a clothing drive. 
Donated clothes were given to the 
Salvation Crossroads Homeless Shelter 
located in Independence, Mo. 

Members of Campus Ministry and vol- 
unteers went to the Salvation 
Crossroads soup kitchen and prepared a 
pasta meal for shelter residents. 
Students spent time with children, as 
well as helped them with their home- 
work'. 

While this is the most recent homeless 
night Avila experienced, it was not the 
first. Years ago, students were given a 
similar opportunity, but the event did 
not continue^ in the following years. 

Huber hopes to make this a regular 
event at Avila. ”We had a lot of positive 



coach at Avila and has the longest 
coaching record. He explains why he 
stays at Avila. "Patience! Success comes 
about with patience and the staff and 
players’ dedication.” 

He attributes his success to the end- 
less time spent building the program 
and the players’ commitment to the 
game. 

“The players during the off-season 
continue to work at their game,” 
McMurray said. 

Junior Melissa Fleming thinks highly 
of Coach McMurray. 

“He knows the game,” Fleming said. 
She is convinced McMurray will get his 
400th win this upcoming season. She 
agrees that the conference is going to be 
competitive. “The only people that will 
beat us, is us.” McMurray does not 
believe in losing and works very hard to 
win. Winning is his game. 

Apart from coaching the women’s bas- 
ketball team, McMurray began his first 
year as the women’s volleyball coach. 

“These teams are my second family,” 
McMurray said. 

His first family includes his wife and 
three children whom he brings with 
him to the games. He is looking forward 
to his family joining him in the upcom- 
ing season as he goes for the remaining 
23 wins. 



EMMA-MAI HARRIS 
Staff Writer 



As basketball gears up to take to the 
court, head coach Jim McMurray has a 
little more than strategy on his mind. 
McMurray is less than 23 wins away 
from being inducted into the Missouri 
Hall of Fame as one of the winningest 
men’s and womens basketball coaches. 

In order to be nominated, the follow- 
ing qualifications must be met: working 
with an institution for eight years or 
more, being a citizen of the United 
States, volunteering time for communi- 
ty service and winning a total of 400 
games. McMurray has met all but one of 
the qualifications. 

Coach McMurray has coached the 
Avila women’s basketball team for 10 
years. In 1979, a year after the program 
started, McMurray was assistant coach 
at Avila. He became head coach the fol- 
lowing season. During his first year, he 
started with seven players and collected 
three wins. Today, he not only has a 
team of 23 players, but has also won a 
total of 139 games. He won 20 seasons 
back-to-back and was ranked nationally 
two years in a row, 16th in the 1997-98 



Coach McMurray explains a play to point 
guard Jamie Ellis. Photography by: Andrew Marx 



season and 17th in the 1998-99 season. 
His coaching career started at St. Teresa 
High School. His record was 238-38. 
McMurray said, “I am excited about 
this season. We will be going into the 
Heart of America Athletic Conference 
and all the teams involved are good. It 
will be very competitive.” 

McMurray is the all-time winningest 
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Living with 
laughter 



time to attend to the website. "This is 
my one-flfth time job," Fry said. 

Fry and Randolph agree that more 
resources are needed to maintain this 
ever-growing asset. "It really takes 
someone full-time," Randolph said. 

Randolph believes the Computer 
Science program should create more 
opportunities for students to hone their 
skills by servicing the school's biggest 
bulletin board. "More people see it than 
anything else," Randolph said. 

"Prospective students probably benefit 
more than anyone," Fry agreed. The 
students can learn about the college, 
programs offered and upcoming events 
from the website. 

Avila's website, according to 
Randolph, is still in somewhat of an 
infant stage. He concedes that the con- 
tent is now a great improvement from 
when he came to Avila almost five years 
ago. 

"About as deep as it went was the 
school song," Randolph said. Students 
should not expect to find any lyrics at 
www.avila.edu. Webmaster Fry clarified 
Randolphs statement, "There is no 
school song." 



SUZANNE BENSON 
Staff Writer 



DENISE BRADSHAW 
Features Editor 

Toya Westbrook loves to entertain. 
She enjoys dancing, telling jokes and 
playing basketball. Much inspiration is 
gathered through her role models. 

Westbrooks number one role model is 
her sister. Her sister is managing a fam- 
ily while finishing her studies at 
Newman University this year. 
Westbrook also admires WNBA 
Houston guard Cynthia Cooper. She 
thinks Cooper is a great basketball play- 
er. 

Comedian Chris Tucker is also held in 
high regard. "I always get the punch- 
line," Westbrook said. Also topping her 
list of role models is comedian Bill 
Cosby. 

Westbrook began dancing just seven 
years ago when she was in eighth grade. 
She would perform at school functions 
and family gatherings. Remarkably, she 
has only had one year of formal training 
in tap dancing. “It helped me become 
more flexible," Westbrook said. That 
flexibility allows her to perform more 
difficult dance steps and routines. 

She choreographs her own dances 
which she said are primarily hip-hop. 
Students may recognize some of her 
hip-hop moves from popular music 
videos. When Westbrook dances to a 
particular song, she may change or add 
to the performer’s existing routine. 

Students who attended the 
Homecoming dance may have seen 
Westbrook in action. A crowd formed 
around her while she was dancing. 



"It's a big monster," Jeff Randolph 
said. It grew from nothing. It ate. It 
grew bigger. Technology's child, the 
website at www.avila.edu, has existed in 
some form or another since 1996. The 
care and feeding of this baby are no 
small tasks, according to Randolph, 
Associate Director of Community 
Relations and Blake Fry, Director of 
Student Activities. 

Maintaining the image of Avila is 
Randolphs responsibility. "I make sure 
that the graphic look and information 
contained in the changes that go to the 
public are the way that they should be." 
He filters requests for additions and 
updates to "the monster" through to the 
webmaster. 

The webmaster, Blake Fry, then makes 
the changes to the site. Fry tries to do 
most of the updates on Saturdays, when 
interruptions are minimal. 

Fry's responsibilities leave him little 



Photography by: Denise Bradshaw 



Because of her Homecoming perfor- 
mance, Westbrook was invited to per- 
form at Nieces Bar and Lounge down- 
town, but was unable to attend. 
Another passion of hers, basketball, 
interfered. She had to attend practice 
for the upcoming basketball season. 
This performance would have been her 
first on-stage performance other than 
talent shows. 

While Westbrook loves dancing and 
basketball, comedy is her number one 
passion. She said she likes to come on 
the stage wearing outrageous costumes 
to shock the audience. She then pulls 
them in by telling jokes about herself to 
make the audience see her as a real per- 
son. 

Westbrook would love to make a 
career out of her comedy. However, she 
said she does not think she can make a 
decent living from it “unless I make it 
big, like Chris Tucker." If she is unable 
to make a living from her comedy, she 
will use her degree in political science 
to land a job. 

This sophomore is no stranger to get- 
ting attention. Toya Westbrook loves 
the attention she gets from her comedy, 
dancing, and basketball. Soon Avila stu- 
dents may be able to say they knew her 
when. 



Make your day. Spend time with a new generation of 
most valuable players at a nearby school - and not |ust 
on the basketball court. Be an academic coach. Swap 
experiences. Mentor. Or just hang out. Be a YouthFrlends 
volunteer. In |ust an hour a week, you'll open new 
worlds for kids - and maybe for yourself as well. 



cm Vet. 21, seven members of the Avila College Singers participated in the Missouri McnS 
and Women's Festival Choir in Columbia, Mo. Top-bottom: Tony Shankel, Chris Gleeson, 
Justin Heany, Melanie Schmittling, Lance Schmittling, Lauren Chiodo, Amity Bryson (Avila 
choir Director). Photograph courtesy of: Melanie Schmittling 



Happy Hand Massages 

CLINIQUE 

Bring this coupon in and receive a free deluxe sample 
of the #1 selling fragrance, Happy for women or for men 

The Jones Store, Metcalf South Mall 
91 3-383-9696 ext. 8344 
Beginning Sunday, November. 19, 2000 



www.youthfrUnds.ora 
816.842.7082 6Xt. 127 
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Jason Gatewood splits the defense. The Eagles finished the regular season 8-4. Photography by: Kami Gubcr 




Moving the play down the field DJ Hirst controls 

the ball. Photography by: Karen Gubcr 



Mike Johnson attacks the opposition. Post-season 
play was short for the Eagles who fell 7-2 to the 

Lindenwood Lions to end the season. 

photography by: Karen Gubcr 




Kevm'Parher 
weaves his way 
past the stumbling 
defense. The men 
faced off against 
Lindenwood 
University in the 
HAAC semi-final 
match. 



Photography by: Karen Gubcr 
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Volleyball 
faces uphill 
battle 

REBECCA REED 
Staff Writer 

The Avila women's volleyball team 
continues to walk a rocky road. The 2- 
19 record mirrors the difficulties of the 
Lady Eagles and their need for improve- 
ment. 

"It has been a very trying year for the 
team," freshman Anny Eads said. 

The team is in the learning mode and 
adjusting to its new place in the Heart 
of America Athletic Conference. 
Improvement of any kind is the team s 
primary goal. 

"We are working on getting the expe- 
rience. We are in a different conference 
with a little tougher teams," junior Erin 
Hall said. 

The weaknesses of the team outweigh 
the positive efforts. 

"The team needs leadership and better 
players. The program needs stability. 
Th'^’ need a full staff with- two assis- 
tants and improved recruiting," hiead 
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The Lady Eagles get pumped for their final match of the season. 



Photography by: Karen Gubcr 





Susan Groves sets up the play for Tracy 
Flannagan in a match against William 
Jewell. Photography by: Karen Gubcr 



coach Jim McMurray said. 

McMurray defines the team as "good 
youth and good possible leaders." 

The women have stepped into a new 
conference with teams who have more 
experienced coaches. McMurray's vol- 
leyball coaching experience consists of 
four years. 



As the season wraps up, there are pos- 
itive outlooks for next year. 

"New players are bringing fresh ideas 
to the team. We are coming together as 
a team and rebuilding the team for 

years to come," freshman Pam 

Simmoris said! " . ' - 



Stephanie Bass goes for the dig while -Sarah 
Hall covers the play. Photography by: Karen Gubcr 
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Lady Eagles 
lack "Heart" 
for new 
conference 

TEKIA THOMPSON 
News Editor 

“Ladies, you're killing me!" 

Frustration surges along the sidelines, 
across the field, and on the bench. 
Despite these feelings of aggravation, 
the Lady Eagles still have a positive atti- 
tude after their 3-1 loss to Culver- 
Stockton College, which incidentally 
was their last game of the season. 

“We still look positively on the season. 
Spending time thinking about the nega- 
tive won’t help us in the future,” head 
coach Jeff Randolph said. 

The move into the Heart of America 
Athletic Conference brought more 
defeat than victory along with lessons 
learned for young and old. 

“They have to play like every game is 
a championship game,” Randolph said. 
He stated that time after time he was 
able to explain to the team what the 
opposition was about, how they would 
play, and how they could defeat them. 

However, knowing in their heads and 
knowing it in their hearts are two 
entirely different concepts — concepts 
that could make or break the season. A 
lack of passion, heart and sheer oomph 
seemed to be several reasons for game 
losses. 



“We just didn't play the way we need- 
ed to,” Randolph said. 

Center/midfielder Michelle Wallace 
still remains upbeat about the team and 
the conference. 

“Overall, it seemed like we played well, 
but we just couldn’t come together," 
Wallace said. “There were too many 
individuals and not enough teamwork.” 
Nonetheless, Wallace and others found 
bright spots throughout the season. 
“The girls on the team are awesome 
and that is what made the season the 
best,” Wallace said. 

Witli speed, strength and a go get'em 
attitude, the Lady Eagles stepped into a 
new conference, but they quickly 
learned that they must put everything 
on the line to win. 

"We've got the talent, this is just part of 
what learning is all about,” Randolph 
said. 
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Charging across the field Kelly Umscheid takes possession in the 3-1 loss to Culver-Stockton. 

Photography by: Karen Gubcr 



Chrissy Webb makes a defensive move 
against the Culver-Stockton offense. 

Photography by: Karen Gubcr 




Michelle Wallace controls the movement of the ball in a win against Ottawa 
University. The women completed the season 6-8-1 . Photography by: Karen Gubcr 



Family is the 
motivation 



KRISTEN REESE 
Copy Editor 



Through nine years of playing volley- 
ball, Kelsey Orr has learned to always 
keep her head up and play hard. 

“I like the strategies and the use of 
teamwork in volleyball," Orr said. 

The motivation that keeps her bump- 
ing, setting, and spiking the ball on the 
court are her family, and the goals she 
has set for herself. 

“My parents always support me in any 
decisions I make,” Orr said. 

When she is not playing volleyball, 
she likes to hang out with friends and 
travel. 

Orr came to Avila from Gridley , a 
small town in Kansas. Before her fami- 
ly moved to Gridley, they lived for 15 
years in California. 

“We moved (from California) so that 
I could get a better education," On- 
said. 

She looked at Avila because of the 



SPOTLIGHT 



media production program. She liked 
the location of the college and after 
speaking to an adviser, she was sold. 

What is next for Orr after gradua- 
tion? 

“I would like to be a broadcaster. I 
want to establish a job in Kansas City 
and then move to wherever .the job 
takes me," Orr said. 

The three words she uses to describe 
herself are: funny, sensitive, and goal- 
oriented. 



SCHEDULE THROUGH 12/00 




Men's Basketball 
11 / 12/00 
11/14/00 
11/17/00 
11/18/00 
11/28/00 
11/30/00 
12 / 2/00 
12/5/00 
12/7/00 
12/9/00 
12/16/00 
12/17/00 
12 / 21/00 
12 / 22/00 



Columbia 

Ottawa 

Tournament 

TBA 

Central Christian 
Baker 

Missouri Valley 

Ottawa 

Evangel 

Culver-Stockton 
Emporia State 
Rockhurst 
Tournament 
Tournament 
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Women’s Basketball 
11/11/00 Harris-Stowe State 

11/14/00 Haskell Indian Nations 

11/16/00 Ottawa 

11/20/00 Bethel 

11/21/00 Central Christian 

11/30/00 Baker 

12/2/00 Missouri Valley 

12/7/00 Evangel 

1 2/9/00 Culver-Stockton 

12/1 6/00 Harris-Stowe State 



Columbia, Mo. 

Avila College 
Waverly, la. 

Waverly, la. 

Avila College 
Avila College 
Marshall, Mo. 
Ottawa, Kan. 
Springfield, Mo. 
Avila College 
Emporia, Kan. 
Kansas City, Mo. 
Orlando, Fla. 
Orlando, Fla. 

St. Louis, Mo. 

Avila College 
Ottawa, Kan. 

North Newton, Kan. 
Avila College 
Avila College 
Marshall, Mo. 
Springfield, Mo. 
Avila College 
Avila College 



4:00 p.m. 
7:30 p.m. 
8:00 p.m. 
TBA 

7:30 p.m. 
8:00 p.m. 
8:00 p.m. 
8:00 p.m. 
8:00 p.m. 
4:00 p.m. 
7:30 p.m. 
TBA 
TBA 
TBA 

2:00 p.m. 
6:00 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. 
6:00 p.m. 
6:00 p.m. 
6:00 p.m. 
6:00 p.m. 
6:00 p.m. 
2:00 p.m. 
3:00 p.m. 
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Men's 
basketball 
bounces into 
action 



MANDY SCHICK 
Staff Writer 



,:;r 



After coming off a losing season, the 
Avila men’s basketball team is looking 
toward this year with a new determina- 
tion. Head coach Nick Totta feels lasts 
year’s performance will have minimal 
effect on the players’ mental attitude. 

“The guys who went through that, I 
think, are mentally tougher than some- 
one who hasn’t,” Totta said. 

The team plans to use last season as a 
building block for the future. 

“It pushes us to work hard,” point 
guard Mark Whitfield said. “It’s our 
motivation, our negative reinforce- 
ment." 

One of the team’s strengths is the num- 
ber of players they are carrying. Totta 
and his staff purposely went out to 
recruit a good number of players. 

"We are a better team than we were 
last year," Totta said. “Most of that is 
because we have better depth and better 
overall talent." 

The team added nine freshmen and 
four transfers, in addition to the 11 
returnees. 

"We have more big men which will 
help us a lot," Whitfield said. 

Totta feels increasing the number of 
post players will help balance their 
offense. 

“Last year we weren’t consistent 
enough inside. We are more improved 
as a posting game. We need balance. 



liftgfs 



Mark Whitfield guards his man to prevent the ball from traveling down court. 



Photography by: Kami Guber 



Good teams have both,” Totta said. 

For Totta the team goal is simple, “To 
be the best team we can possibly be." 

Forward Patrick Kalis’ goal is a bit 
more specific. 

“Working together as a team is a main 
goal,” Kalis said. 

The players feel that the team chem- 
istry is strong. 

“The team really seems to click,” guard 
Marty Mothersbaugh said. “We have 
great chemistry and seem to all be play- 
ing well together." 

With the season right around the cor- 
ner, Coach Totta and his players antici- 
pate a positive season. 

“They are hungry to taste victory," 
Totta said. 



Lights out for 
football 



KAREN GUBER 
Spoi ls Editor 



Previously falling short of victory, the 
football team arrived at its final show- 
down of the season with Heart of 
America Athletic Co nference. .. first 
ranked Baker University. 

“We look at every game individually. 
We want to go out with a win,” captain 
Kris Peterson said prior to the game. 
“We’re capable of beating these teams.” 
The Eagles took the ball and ran, never 
looking back. They came away with a 
28-14 win. 

“We wanted to end the season 3-2 and 
pick up where we were previously 
slacking,” fullback Mike Perillo said. 

“This season was our starting point,” 
captain Bobby Bass said. “We’ve estab- 
lished ourselves to the atmosphere of 
college football.” 

The team had recently faced a midsea- 
son slump after dropping its second 
consecutive loss to Ottawa University 
(18-15). 

"We played three quarters of good 
football, then lost it in the fourth quar- 
ter,” Perillo said. “They barely beat us 
out. We lost to big plays and special 
teams. It's the little things that hold us 
back." 

" [The loss] was disappointing, know- 
ing we had a victory and we just could- 
n’t get it done,” Peterson said. “It’s easy 
to lose. It’s hard to win." k. 

Bass attributes the loss to mental 
errors. 

“We’re playing good, quality teams 
that are nationally ranked. After a men- 
tal breakdown, we start being lack- 
adaisical," Bass said. “We've been 
defeated because we’re defeating our- 
selves.” 



Aide Fuller tips off the season opener 

against the Avila Alumni. 

Photography by: Karen Guber 



Women's bas 
ketball has 
big shoes to 



MANDY SCHICK 
Staff Writer 



As the women’s basketball team pre- 
pares for the upcoming season, they 
realize they have big shoes to fill with 
last year’s record of 22 wins. So what 
separates this team from last year’s? 

“We are athletically better. We have 
good leadership, although we look 
good on paper, we have a tougher con- 
ference and it will be hard for us to win 
22 games again,” head coach Jim 
McMurray said. 

Instead of aiming for a specific num- 
ber of victories, the team has other 
goals. 

"We want to make a good showing in 
our new conference and be one of the 
best defensive teams," guard Laurel 
Sparks said. 

Having a 3.0 team GPA, enjoying and 
respecting each other, and being the 
best team possible are three things the 
coaching staff expects from the team. 



Attempting the steal, Angela Mabrie wrestles the ball away from the opponent during 

the Alumni game. Photography by: Kami Guber 



“If we can stay focused on that, we will 
be successful,” McMurray said. 

Being mentally strong is also some- 
thing the team feels is important. 

“We have to mentally be on the same 
page. It will be even more important as 
the season goes on," guard Adrianne 
Cook said. 

"They are a strong group. They know 
how to handle adversity. Being in a 
strong conference, we are going to have 



adversity,” McMurray said. , 

For McMurray and his assistant Vince 
Fitzgerald, who have been coaching 
together for 19 years, success is not just 
a thing of the past. 

“We have a tradition of winning, and 
the kids believe in our system," 
McMurray said. "So no matter how 
hard we work, they know there is some 
reward out of. that.” 








TICKET 



LOOKING TO PICK UP SOME EXTRA 



CA$H 



EARN UP TO $100 IN 3-4 HRS 

INTERNET ACCESS REQUIRED 



Call Mark at 



GUARANTIED BEST PRICES, MOTELS U PARTIES' 



Em^ il: mark" tickctsolutions.com 
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And the 
Winner Is 



SARAH A. LaFONTAINE 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 



Courtesy of MTV.com 



Aguilera onstage at the end of her per- 
formance of her hit single, "Come on 
Over." 

Another notable performance was 
'NSYNC's medley of all their singles off 
their "No Strings 
, i ..... 



their delivery or because they just were 
not funny. The Wayans brothers were 
obviously trying, but nothing could 
save bad comedy. 

Now, the show did live up to its unpre- 
dictability factor. 

During one of the 
Limp Bizkit accep- _ , 

tance speeches, 
bassist Tim 

Commerford, of . 

Rage Against the 

Machine, rushed 0 

the stage and ‘ 

climbed on top of BF.'i . * ^ 
the stage fixture. / 

He began rocking f V' M" 
the fixture until it M r "0 

looked as though^ t ^ ■**!, 

audience as well. Britney Spears gives the audience some 
The show had to “Satisfaction." Photography courtesy of: MTV.com 

be stopped when 

he would not come down. Satisfaction, \ 

The biggest highlights of the evening atrocious. Ther 

were undoubtedly the performances. to reveal a fie: 

2000 marked the return of Janet pants, adorned 

Jackson to the VMA stage with her per- rhinestones, an 

formance of "Doesn't Really Matter" dition of "Oop: 

from the Nutty Professor II soundtrack. hope she neve 

It also marked the first collaboration only things m 

between rock and pop, when Fred mance were a 

Durst of Limp Bizkit joined Christina waving bills of 



MTV has always had their own way of 
doing things. They had established a 
tradition of sorts with their awards 
shows. Past hosts, such as Chris Rock, 
had built up the show’s reputation for 
being hilarious, unpredictable, and 
occasionally a little irreverent, which is 
exactly what the MTV audience loves. 
So, expectations for this year’s MTV 
Video Music Awards were high. With 
the Wayans brothers hosting, and a 
slew of celebrity presenters and per- 
formers, what could go wrong? 

Plenty, as it would turn out. From the 
Wayans' opening monologue to the 
closing remarks, the majority of the 
show dragged on at an unbearable rate. 
The jokes fell flat, either because of 



When (wo worlds collide: Fred Durst shocks 
the crowd by joining Christina Aguilera on 
StClge. Photography courtesy of: MTV.com 



The finale, while very politically incor- 
rect, showed the true spunk and spirit 
of MTV. Blink- 182 performed their 
smash, "All the Small Things," while 
midgets and dwarfs, otherwise known 
as small people, jumped on trampo- 
lines, hung from the ceiling, and 
formed chorus lines. 

Between the horrible hosting, and bor- 
ing presenters, the performances were 
barely enough to keep the show afloat. 
It is a good bet the Wayans brothers will 
not be back to host next year, if MTV 
knows what is good for them, because if 
this show was supposed to set the 
precedent for the rest of the millenni- 
um, we are all in big trouble. 



Um h mm! ‘NSYNCs Justin Timberlake shows 
his shills at the VM As. 

Photography courtesy of: Nsynchcavcn.com 



Oh, there will 
be desire 
under the 
elms 

NIKKI BREVIG 

Staff Writer 



who is at the mercy of the violence of 
her husband and her own desires. She 
is tormented by the townspeople and 
the consequences of her actions. 

Chris Gleeson is Eben, the object of 
Abbie's affections and Ephraim’s son. 
Mike Derting and Scott Turner also 
play Cabot’s sons. 

“It’s a powerful play where the char- 
acters get what they want but have to 
pay for it. It’s also reality, this could 
really happen," director Robert Foulk 
said. 

There are fist fights, dance sequences, 
a murder and desire. A desire so pow- 
erful it can shake those elm trees to 
the branches. 

The play will open on Nov. 16, at 8 
p.m. The run is Nov. 16 to Nov. 19. 
There will be a matinee on Nov. 19 at 
2 p.m. Avila students receive two free 
tickets with their student ID. 

Ephraim Cabot states in the play, 
"there is no rest livin' with folks." 
“Desire Under the Elms” is proof of 
that. 



SOLUTIONS 



Passion. Obsession. Greed. 

“Desire Under the Elms" by Eugene 
O’Neill is coming to Goppert Theater. 
“Desire Under the Elms" has all the 
makings of a sultry soap opera with an 
O'Neill twist. It is 1850 New England 
and dear old dad has disappeared, 
leaving his three sons eyeing his farm. 
He returns with a much-younger bride 
on his arm, who also takes a liking to 
his farm and to one of his sons. The 
trotible that ensues is more than any- 
one bargains for. 

Paul Kilgore plays Ephraim Cabot, - 
the 76-year-old father, a father who 
keeps his home in line with his' fists. 
“It’s the hardest thing I’ve evSi - donfe. 
I’m 24, and I’m playing a 76-year r old. 
man. The character has a iot going for 
him. More than anything he wants the 
best for his Sons and the farm,”= 
Kilgore said. 

Alicia Cabrera plays Abbie, a wortian 



BUY TICKETS ON 
SATURDAY MORNINGS 
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If you were to take human excrement 
and put it on film, you would have 
"Book of Shadows: Blair Witch 2." 
The latest in Blair Witch phenomena 
to take to the screen directed by Joe 
Berlinger leaves the audience wonder- 
ing what they just paid six dollars to 
see. The movie has a somewhat good 
idea about five Burkittsville tourists 
who lose six hours of their lives and go 
try to find out what happened. The 
only problem with this idea is filling 
an hour and 24 minutes W'orth of 
interesting material. 

Based on the facts about the Blair 
Witch in the first movie, the sequel 
leaves a sense of bewilderment about 
why things would happen the -way 
they do in this movie. There are many 
horrifically violent and gory scenes 
spliced into normal dialogue that are 
well done but are stupid and pointless. 
Frankly, the movie would have been a 
little more intellectual and possibly 
more scary without these scenes. 
There is absolutely no explanation for 
the events that take place, and in this 
kind of movie that just doesn't work. 
At least in the first one, there was a 
sense of understanding about what 
might have happened but this is just 
open. 

The acting in this film is basically a 
lot of screaming and crying in terror 
but that could be blamed on the stu- 
pid dialogue given. Kim Director 
(Goth character) is really the only 
interesting character providing comic 
relief to the often-awkward dramatic 
moments. To make up for the loop- 
holes in the script the writers make her 
character psychic, which is very pre- 
dictable and boring in this kind of 
movie. Let us not forget the other 
stereotypes: good girl, smart writer, 
crazy person, and Wicca girl. However 
the gold medal for the stupidest, most 
over the top, bad acting job goes to the 
Sheriff whose chipped, yellow teeth 
and unbelievable southern accent 
make you want to vomit every time 
you hear his emphysema-ridden voice. 

In all the maze of this movie there 
was not one moment that is interest- 
ing, or most importantly, scary. Scary is 
the most important because after all 
that is what this movie is supposed to 
be. So in conclusion, please do not 
waste your time on this trip, because it 
is nothing more than a witch with 
nothing better to do than waste your 
time. 



may sound, movies do not get much 
better than this. 

This recent film by Mimi Leder 
(“Deep Impact”) is about the heart 
and soul that is often forgotten in 
todays fast paced society. Rarely do 
people stop to help another person as 
this film suggests. The story is simple 
but powerful. It delves into the dys- 
function of life only to find the beau- 
ty in it. It is almost like an Oscar 
reunion party with the star studded 
cast of Helen Hunt ("As Good As It 
Gets”), Kevin Spacey (“American 
Beauty”), and recent nominee Haley 
Joel Osment ("The Sixth Sense"). 

The story is about an alcoholic sin- 
gle mother named Arlene McKinney 
(Helen Hunt) who is trying to raise 
her son by working two jobs just to 
get by. Her son begins his first day of 
the seventh grade and is given an 
assignment by a wry teacher named 
Eugene Simonet (Kevin Spacey). He 
must change the world. Instead of 
cleaning up graffiti or picking up lit- 
ter, he devises the Pay it Forward sys- 
tem. You must help someone who 
really needs it, it must be something 
they can not do for themselves, and 
after they are helped they must do 
something for three other people. 

It is not an easy task for Osment to 
carry out since one of the tasks is to 
fix up his mother with his teacher. 
But through it all the system starts to 
get regional attention, finding its way 
to a reporter in Los Angeles who goes 
on a quest to find the inventor after 
someone gives him a' brand new 
Jaguar without question. 

The story has many twists and turns 
but maintains this incredibly interest- 
ing pace, not getting too slow and not 
speeding out of control leaving you 
confused. The acting is superb with 
the characters really achieving perfec- 
tion in their believability. The movies’ 
score is also very good, adding an 
unusual feeling to the scenes. It is a 
truly captivating experience that rein- 
forces the good film-making we so 
rarely see. 

Not only will this movie move you, 
but also it will leave you feeling this 
incredible sense of self worth that will 
make you proud to be a part of some 
bigger plan. 
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Colleg-e Skills 

Professional and Peer Tutoring in ail levels 

Math • Writing • ESL • Chemistry • And More! 

Sign up in the Student Resource Center, BlaSco Hall 



ID III Academic Outreach Center 

Evenings, 5th Floor, Ridgway Hall 
■ " " Algebra • Finite Math • Writing • And More 
I D I il A Study Croups a Homework Help 

I K I H H Open to ALL Avila students! 
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All Learners Welcome! 

Call 816.501.3666 for more information. 



Spring Break 2001 1 
Cancun and Bahamas 
EAT, DRINK, TRAVEL FOR FREE 
WANTED: CAMPUS REPSI 



11212 Holmes Road, Kansas City, MO 
Phone 816-942-0202 



For trip information and rates 
Call USA Spring Break toll free <877) 460-0077 
25 Continuous Year* of Student Travel 
www.usasprinubreak.com 
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Rated: PG-13 


"Book of Shadows: Blair Witch 2" 


Starring: Kevin Spacey, Helen Hunt, 
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and Haley Joel Osment 


Rated: R 




Starring: Kim Director, Tristen Skyler, 


Pay it forward. Sounds more like a 


Stephen Barker, and Jeff Donovan 


complicated VCR program than a 




basis for a story. But as flighty as it 







Campus Talk 



8 THE TALON. NOVEMBER 9. 2000 



Compiled by ANDREW MARX 



If you could choose anybody to be 
president, who would it be 
and why? 



Thankful 

Thoughts 



have family to her Thanksgiving dinner. 
Every year her family eats dinner at 2 
p.m. before the football games. When 
the guys are watching football, the 
women are sitting in the kitchen gos- 
siping. She also donates food to 
Harvesters. She is thankful for her 
mother, who is in remission from can- 
cer and getting better, her grandma, 
who is enjoying her retirement, her 
boyfriend, and her health. 

"It is a time for families to get togeth- 
er and thank God for having one anoth- 
er,” sophomore Rebecca Reed said. 
Some people feel Thanksgiving is a day 
to “pig out,” and maybe in some ways it 
can be. They also need to realize 
Thanksgiving is more than pigging out. 
It is the time to come together with 
family and friends and celebrate one 
another. This Thanksgiving when you 
are sitting around the dinner table, 
think about what you have in life, and 
be thankful for it. 



turkey. What a hard job! While the 
food is being prepared, the guys are 
watching football. I do not watch foot- 
ball, so I talk with the women preparing 
the food. We talk about what everyone 
has been up to the past year. When din- 
ner is ready, we gather around the table 
filled with turkey, mashed potatoes, and 
other scrumptious food. We select a 
family member to say a prayer and then 
we dig in. 

Thanksgiving is a time to celebrate 
what I have in my life and be thankful 
for it. Some of the things I am thankful 
for is having God in my life showing me 
the path to happiness. I am thankful for 
my family and boyfriend because I 
would not be the person I am today 
without them. 

Here is another student's Thanksgiving 
tradition. “This year I am inviting a 
friend from Kansas because her parents 
died,” senior Jessica Agard said. Agard 
sometimes invites friends who do not 



John Fox 
Pre-Medicine 



MELISSA BASHAM 
Opinions Editor 



Dennis Miller. He just gets it. He 
seems to have the common sense 
that most politicians don't. 



Once again it is time to come together 
with family and friends to celebrate 
Thanksgiving. Aside from eating a lot, 
many people enjoy watching football 
games and cheering for their favorite 
team. 

Every Thanksgiving, I either spend 
time with my stepmom’s side of the 
family or with my mom’s side of the 
family. This year I am celebrating 
Thanksgiving with my mom. 

I usually celebrate Thanksgiving by 
going over to a family member’s house 
around noon. The women in the house 
help prepare the food and set the table. 
The man of the household slices the 



Sara Maley 
Corporate 
Communication 



I would like to see Jackie Kennedy- 
Onasis as president. She is everythi 
the modern woman wants to be. 
Smart, beautiful, classy, and a great 
mother. She had good morals. 
Something we really need in a 
president. 



Show me the 



Randolph said. Until recently, Avila has 
been the exception to that rule. The 
womens athletic teams have outnum- 
bered the men. The addition of the foot- 
ball team has changed this. 

“At this point, I think it’s the men 
catching up to the women,” Randolph 
said about the number of men versus 
women in Avila athletics. 

The budgets are figured according to 
the number of players in that particular 
sport. The baseball team has a bigger 
budget than the softball team due to the 
number of players on its roster. This 
holds true for the other sports regard- 
less of gender, including the new foot- 
ball program. As the program grows, so 
will its budget. 

However, the women’s coaches inter- 
viewed at Avila College said they are 
happy with the process in which the 
budget has been worked out. 

The budget is not the only way to gain 
funds for a program. "The teams are 
given a budget based on the needs of 
that sport. Field maintenance, travel- 
ing, and officials are considered. If the 
team wants added items (equipment, 
uniforms, etc.), then it is up to the 
coach and the team to have a fundrais- 
er to do so. All the teams are expected 
to do so," Deighton said. 

Fundraising plays a major role in gain- 
ing funds to spend for each program. It 
is up to each team to find ways to raise 
money. “What people don’t understand 
is that the football program has raised a 
lot of money on their own, in addition 
to what they were budgeted,” said Jim 
McMurray, head women’s volleyball and 
basketball coach. “If you don’t have the 
kind of budget you want, it is up to that 
coach to start fundraisers." 

However, players and students seem to 
have a problem with the budgets. “Our 



uniforms don't fit. Our bat bags weren't 
even bought by the school— a player's 
dad purchased them," Melissa Vasko, an 
Avila softball player, said. "They 
(administration) were talking about 
putting in a track for track and field 
events, when what we need is new 
fields for our existing sports. Instead of 
bringing in new sports, why not 
improve the conditions of the current 
teams?" 

Randolph and McMurray both agree 
that anytime a new addition is made to 
an athletic division, the players and 
supporters of the already existing sports 
feel threatened. 

“Everybody sees this change and feels 
threatened by it, as if it were going to 
hurt their program, or feel they might 
not get the same treatment. Sure Avila 
got new weights because of the football 
team, but all the athletes, regardless of 
which sport they are associated with, 
will benefit from that,” McMurray said. 
“Football is a great addition to Avila 
College. It brings excitement and 
school spirit.” 

Although Avila has made a large 
investment by implementing a football 
program, Deighton thinks that the 
tuition gained from having at least 50 
new students on campus will cover the 
costs of the program. 

"Football is an expensive sport. I'm 
not denying that we are putting more 
money into football, but it takes money 
to start a program-any program. It took 
money to build our baseball and soft- 
ball fields. It took money to build our 
fieldhouse. Well, now we are building a 
football program. This will bring posi- 
tive results," Deighton said. 



money 

ANDREW MARX 

Advertising Manager/Chief Photographer 

Avila should be quite familiar with the 
remarks made by Lynn Franny, The 
Kansas City Star reporter, in the 
Monday, Sept. 25 issue and then fol- 
lowed up with a cartoon slamming the 
school's integrity. This happening dur- 
ing the induction season of the football 
program is more than coincidence. 

In an attempt to dig up controversy. 
The Star interviewed Avila's new dean of 
students, Joe Deighton. The Star was 
questioning whether the financial 
forms were being kept by Avila. The 
forms in question keep track of finan- 
cial records in the athletic department, 
for all sports. 

The Star was referring to a form that is 
required to be filled out by each institu- 
tion in the state of Missouri that makes 
financial records public information. 
Title IX, the financial system set up to 
maintain a balance of funds between 
male and female sports, states that such 
information must be kept and must be 
public. State schools are legally bound 
to this system. Avila was unaware that it 
needed to keep the same records 
required by this system because it is not 
a state school. 

"The Star wanted the inside story and 
it’s just not there,” Jeff Randolph, head 
women’s soccer coach and Associate 
Director of Community Relations at 
Avila College, said. 

“Typically at colleges and universities, 
male sports have bigger budgets due to 
larger attendance and revenue pro- 
duced by their athletic programs," 



Lakira Cavole 
Art Therapy 



Hillary Clinton. She is dedicated to 
children. She is focused on everyday 
Issues. Plus, she hasn’t faltered under 
the pressure while dealing with Bill’s 
problems. 



Jeffrey Beaubrun 
Business 



I would like to see Martin Luther 
King, Jr. as president. He saw the 
views of all people, regardless of race 
He wanted peace for all people. That 
is an important quality to have in a 
president. 



Jason Aleman 
Political Science 



I would want Jay Theis to be presid- 
ent. At least he knows what is going 









